Goldsmiths Choral Union Covid-19 Safety Strategy
Effective 17th August 2021

Overall Strategy
Goldsmiths Choral Union (GCU) is committed to ensuring that all persons participating in rehearsals
and concerts are as safe as possible and unable to cause illness or distress to other persons. This
includes all GCU members, all GCU Guests, GCU Music Director, GCU Accompanist, soloists,
orchestra members, other choir members, venue staff, and venue audiences as appropriate from time
to time.

GCU responsibilities
The GCU Committee is responsible for







drawing up, maintaining and publishing safety procedures for rehearsals and concerts –
Protection Measures are detailed below in this document (Note These may be varied from
time to time in accordance with changes in Government policies);
ensuring that GCU safety procedures are in line with current Government guidelines;
ensuring that all GCU members and guests are aware of the safety procedures, and that they
are complied with as much as is reasonably possible;
carrying out any Risk Assessment necessary for any event;
ensuring that any Risk Assessment carried out by venue management or a concert organizer is
adequate.

Individuals’ responsibilities
All individuals are responsible for



ensuring that they do not attend any GCU rehearsal or concert if they have Covid-19 infection
or symptoms, or have been asked to self-isolate;
making themselves aware of the GCU Covid-19 Protection Measures and following those
guidelines and any related instructions given by venue management.
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GCU Covid-19 Protection Measures - Rehearsals
Definition. A “participant” is any member or guest of GCU, or Music Director or Accompanist, or a
member of an orchestra or other choir present as part of the rehearsal.

All participants may expect that the rehearsal venue’s Risk Assessment has been accepted as safe by
the GCU Committee on behalf of all participants.
All participants are expected to be free from Covid infection or symptoms, and not self-isolating.
All participants are strongly recommended to be double vaccinated.
All participants are responsible for their own transportation to and from the rehearsal venue and
should ensure their mode of transport is as risk-free as possible.
All participants are requested to wear a face mask (covering mouth and nose) in the building unless
they are medically exempt from doing so. Note this is not a legally enforced requirement.
Masks will not be worn by singers while singing, but we request they be worn during any break.
All participants are encouraged to observe social distancing at all times: socialising with members of
other households, if near the entrance or exit doors or other places, should not hinder the free passage
of others.
The maximum number of participants will be determined by the venue management.
Seats will be set out to ensure proper social distancing. A distance of 1 metre between rows is
recommended.
The distance of the conductor’s rostrum and accompanist’s piano from the first row of singers should
be 3-5 metres.
Entry and exit to the rehearsal venue should be one-way at the entrance and exit points defined by the
rehearsal venue management.
Upon arrival, participants will be asked to sign against their voice part (SATB) in the register, and
will then be expected to go directly to a seat in their area (SATB). If a participant is not not on the
register, they must fill in their full contact details on the form provided.
The use of cloakrooms, toilet facilities and changing rooms will be as directed by the rehearsal venue
management.
The seats and all surfaces touched by participants (including conductor’s music stand and stool and
accompanist’s piano keyboard and stool) should have been sanitised by the rehearsal venue
management prior to rehearsal.
No notes will be handed out at rehearsals, but they will be available on the GCU website, and
participants may print them out for their own use.
All participants must bring their own music – the GCU library is no longer in operation.
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GCU Covid-19 Protection Measures – Rehearsals (contd.)
Participants may bring their own refreshments but must keep them with them and not share them – no
refreshments will be supplied in the rehearsal area.
All participants must bring their own hand sanitizers (an emergency supply will be kept).
Tickets for concerts may be sold at rehearsals by the Ticket Secretary, payable by cheque (preferably)
or by cash. In addition, it is hoped GCU choir members will be able to purchase tickets directly from
the concert hall for certain GCU-sponsored concerts using a promotion code to avoid any transaction
fee.
Membership subscriptions may be paid for by cheque (by cash if there is no alternative) to the
Subscription Secretary at rehearsals. However, the preferred method is payment online to the GCU
bank account (instructions given elsewhere).
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GCU Covid-19 Protection Measures – Concerts
Definition. A “participant” is any member or guest of GCU, who has agreed to sing at the concert, or
the GCU Music Director or Accompanist performing at a GCU-sponsored concert.

All participants may expect that the concert venue’s Risk Assessment has been accepted as safe by the
GCU Committee on behalf of all participants.
All participants are expected to be free from Covid infection or symptoms, and not self-isolating.
All participants are strongly recommended to be double vaccinated.
All participants are responsible for their own transportation to and from the concert or special
rehearsal venue and should ensure their mode of transport is as risk-free as possible.
All participants are requested to wear a face mask (covering mouth and nose) in the concert building
unless they are medically exempt from doing so. Note this is not a legally enforced requirement.
The use of masks during a concert will be determined by the concert organizer.
All participants are encouraged to observe social distancing at all times: socialising with members of
other households, if near the entrance or exit doors or other places should not hinder the free passage
of others.
The maximum number of participants will be determined by the concert organizer, and the seating
arrangements will have been set out and agreed with GCU and the venue to ensure proper social
distancing.
Entrance to and exit from the venue and passage within in it will be as determined by the concert
organizer.
Upon arrival, participants will be expected to comply with whatever procedures have been agreed
with the concert organizer or venue management.
The use of cloakrooms, toilet facilities and changing rooms will be as directed by the concert
organizer or venue management.
The seats and all surfaces touched by participants should have been sanitised by the concert organizer
or venue management before the concert, according to their Covid safety procedures.
All participants must bring their own music and take it away with them.
All participants may bring their own bottle of water but must keep it out of sight on the concert stage.
All participants must bring their own hand sanitizers (an emergency supply may be available from the
venue).

